Summary
This note is confined to the question of the extent to which the fanner's wife will have to provide the additional labour input as the fanner increasingly allocates his own labour input to non-farm employment.
To answer this question it is necessary to expand Lee's model from a one-person model to a two-persons model. Lee's model is based on the following assumptions: -diminishing marginal returns of farm labour input; -diminishing marginal value of leisure time; -utility of income is proportional to the amount of income. Furthermore since, usually, 0 t < a, condition II' is already fulfilled in a situation where z, <x,. However, as the wife's labour productivity will probably improve by both training and learning-by-doing, at least at farms where the wife provides a significant part of the total labour input, 0, will approach a,. Thus, in the long run, leisure time reduction may be compensated for some extent. The implications of these findings for German farms are as follows: If a full-time farmer takes up occasional off-farm employment (= Zuerwerb), he himself will have to provide most of the additional labour. If this process continues, his share of the additional labour time will decline whereas that of his wife will increase. If the fanner takes up full-time off-farm employment, in addition to working on the farm (= Nebenerwerb), then the wife will have to provide most of the additional labour time. Thus the wife will be burdened more heavily than the farmer and suffer a greater loss of leisure time.
However, this burden can be reduced, or even avoided, if such changes are accompanied by an improvement in the wife's labour productivity on the farm.
